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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
In October, the Government of Turkey, UNICEF and partners continued their 

nationwide Back to School campaign for the 2018-2019 school year, with the 

aim to increase enrolment and ensure access to a form of education. Thanks 

to these combined efforts, over 640,000 Syrian and other refugee children 

were registered by end month – a nearly 10% increase over last year – and 

more are expected to enrol in the coming weeks. 

Turkey remains home to nearly 4 million registered refugees and asylum seekers, including over 1.7 million children – the 

largest refugee population in the world. Nearly 3.6 million Syrians – of whom 1.6 million are children – live in Turkey 

alongside more than 360,000 nationals primarily from Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran, of whom almost 120,000 are children.1 

                                                        
1 Directorate General for Migration Management (DGMM), August 2018. 
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Highlights 
• Net enrolment of refugee students for the 2018-2019 school year grew 

from 615,000 in September to over 640,000 in October. UNICEF 

distributed school bags and stationery kits to more than 500,000 refugee 

and Turkish students in 23 provinces, and is working closely with the 

government and partners to increase enrolment and expand access. 

• UNICEF partner ASAM deployed two mobile child protection units to 

Istanbul, providing services for nearly 1,000 children. The units are run by 

nine-person teams that provide a range of services including 

psychosocial support, counselling and case management. 

• More than 3,200 Syrian and Turkish youth benefitted from UNICEF-

supported social cohesion activities ranging from sports, arts and crafts, 

circus activities, and peer-to-peer discussions.  

• UNICEF Turkey is 68% funded under the 2018 3RP appeal, with $157.2 

million available (including carry-over from the previous year). However, 

US $6.8 million in funding is urgently required in education, child 

protection and adolescent/youth engagement. 
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In addition, Turkey continues to serve as a transit country for unregistered refugees and migrants on the move, many of 

them seeking greater economic or political opportunities. Over 4,000 people made the journey from Turkey to Greece by 

sea in October – the highest number reported so far this year – and an additional 6,374 people were rescued or intercepted 

by Turkish authorities at sea and on land.2 While comprehensive data on trends and push/pull factors for this demographic 

remain scant, anecdotal observations indicate this spike in movement may be caused by a desire to cross before winter 

weather and rougher seas arrive. Meanwhile, under the framework of the EU-Turkey Statement, three rounds of re-

admissions from Greece to Turkey took place for 17 people; the total number of returns since March 2016 stands at 1,780.3  

Syrian refugee population in Turkey (by province) 

 
 

Estimated Affected Population: 3,962,4614 

 
Registered Syrians Registered non-Syrians 

Total 
Male Female Male Female 

Total Affected Population 1,950,182 1,644,050 231,569 136,660 3,962,461 

Children Affected (Under 18) 833,862 765,571 63,771 55,895 1,719,099 

Children Under Five 293,953 274,574 15,718 14,903 599,148 

Children Enrolled in Formal Education5 588,696 52,934 641,630 

Children Out-of-School (est.)6 N/A N/A 430,000+ 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
The Government of Turkey leads the overall crisis response and remains the largest provider of humanitarian aid to Syrians 

as well as other refugee and migrant groups. In 2018, the United Nations Country Team continues to support national 

efforts to respond to the Syria Crisis within the framework of the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP), as well as 

                                                        
2 UNHCR Mediterranean Situation Online Portal, October 2018; Turkish Coast Guard and Gendarmerie, October 2018. 
3 EU DG for Migration and Home Affairs, October 2018.  
4 DGMM, October 2018. These figures include only registered Syrians and non-Syrians. 
5 Ministry of National Education (MoNE), October 2018. Registration for refugee children remains open throughout the school year. 
6 UNICEF projection based on the estimated number of school-aged and enrolled refugee children in Turkey, October 2018. 
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those related to the refugee and migrant crisis in Europe. Overall leadership of the inter-agency response continues through 

the Syria Response Group, with technical coordination taking place through the Syria Task Force. UNICEF actively 

participates in all relevant working groups (WG), co-leading the Education WG, the Education and Child Protection Sub-

WGs, and the South-East Turkey Education and Child Protection WGs.  

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF’s work in Turkey is guided by the Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action and through its close 

partnership with the Turkish government. Under the frameworks of the 3RP and the “No Lost Generation” Initiative, 

UNICEF focuses on five priority areas – Education, Child Protection, Adolescents and Youth, Health and Basic Needs – to 

reach refugee children in camps and host communities, as well as vulnerable Turkish children affected by the crisis. UNICEF 

also provides targeted protection and basic needs support to vulnerable children and families on the move toward Europe. 

The scale-up of services and strengthening of national systems remains a top priority in 2018, with an increased focus on 

resilience to reflect and address the protracted, complex nature of the refugee crisis. In light of the restricted operational 

space for NGOs on the ground, UNICEF continues to explore opportunities with new partners, such as local municipalities 

and social assistance foundations, to ensure continued access to the most vulnerable children and their families. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection  

UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Services (MoFLSS) and other partners to strengthen 

existing national child protection systems to expand the coverage and quality of services across the continuum of care.   

In October, more than 21,000 refugee men, women and children received child protection services across a network of 

more than 60 UNICEF-supported protection spaces in camps and host communities. UNICEF also expanded the provision 

of community-based services through the deployment of two mobile units to four districts7 of Istanbul with large refugee 

populations. The mobile units identified nearly 1,000 children with protection risks, of whom over 300 were referred to 

relevant authorities for specialized support. Managed by NGO partner ASAM and consisting of teams of nine case workers, 

counsellors and/or psychologists, these mobile units work closely with local authorities and schools to provide a range of 

services including psychosocial support, counselling and case management.  

In addition, UNICEF continued to support the Ministry of Justice to expand probation services to 25 provinces.8 In October, 

UNICEF conducted seven regional seminars with the participation of more than 1,000 multi-sectoral professionals, 

including judges, prosecutors, health care workers, and social workers, to introduce the new child-sensitive probation 

framework as well as to map the availability of specialized services for children in probation, including refugee children. 

UNICEF also supported the Ombudsperson’s Institution (OI) to strengthen the effectiveness of complaint and redress 

mechanisms for Turkish and refugee children. In early October, the OI formally adopted a new Child Rights Strategy, which 

was developed with the technical support of UNICEF and includes specific goals on improving the implementation of the 

Conventions on the Rights of the Child, raising awareness amongst the society, and strengthening the capacity of staff to 

respond to individual cases. As part of this strategy, UNICEF trained 42 staff from the OI on child-sensitive case 

management guidelines and outreach strategies, with a focus on identifying and reaching the most vulnerable children. 

Education 
In close collaboration with the Ministry of National Education (MoNE) and other partners, UNICEF uses a multi-pronged 

strategy to increase demand, expand access and improve the quality of educational opportunities for refugee and migrant 

children in Turkey – with a focus on reaching the estimated 430,000 who remain out-of-school. 

                                                        
7 Ümraniye, Avcılar, Sultangazi, and Sultanbeyli 
8 This is part of a larger programme implemented together with the Ministry of Justice to improve the treatment of children (including refugee 
children) in contact with the law and support their reintegration in the society. A key pillar is the new probation scheme for children, which 
includes tools for probation officers to better determine the risks, needs and best interests of children. 
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UNICEF and partners continue to focus on expanding access and increasing enrolment to all forms of education as part of 

the ongoing Back-to-School campaign for the new 2018-2019 school year. As a result of these combined efforts, over 

640,000 Syrian and other refugee children are now enrolled in formal education across the country by end October.  

In October, UNICEF distributed school bags and stationery kits to more than 500,000 refugee and vulnerable Turkish 

students in 23 provinces. UNICEF also conducted a door-to-door community outreach campaign to encourage enrolment 

in the Accelerated Learning Programme – designed to facilitate the reintegration of out-of-school children into formal 

education – reaching over 9,000 children in six provinces. In addition, as part of an outreach campaign for the Turkish 

Language Courses Programme, UNICEF and the Ministry of Youth and Sports (MoYS) referred nearly 1,250 out-of-school 

children in nine provinces to their local Provincial Directorates of National Education for registration.  

Adolescent Development and Participation (ADAP) 

Under the framework of the “No Lost Generation” strategy, UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of Youth and Sports 

(MoYS), the MoFLSS and NGO partners to address the specific needs of Syrian adolescents and youth by expanding 

opportunities for meaningful engagement, empowerment and life skills education. 

In October, UNICEF worked with the MoYS and MoFLSS to provide social cohesion trainings and activities to more than 

3,207 Syrian and Turkish youth – ranging from sports, chess, information technology (IT) training, language courses, arts 

and crafts, circus activities, and peer-to-peer discussions.9 In addition, as part of a long-running joint programme, two 

UNICEF partners – the Southeast Anatolia (GAP) Administration and the Turkish Development Foundation (TKV) – brought 

a traveling “children’s circus” to Mardin Province, providing nearly 23,400 Turkish and refugee young people and their 

families with a unique opportunity to meet and interact.  

Social Protection 

In collaboration with the MoFLSS, as well as civil society and the private sector, UNICEF seeks to strengthen and expand 

existing social protection systems for vulnerable refugee, migrant and Turkish children in Turkey.  

As part of UNICEF’s programme to eliminate child labour, NGO partner Support to Life (STL) developed a set of child 

labour-focused PSS modules to empower children engaged in economic activities (primarily agriculture). Using these 

models, UNICEF trained 12 STL field experts on how to conduct PSS activities, which will benefit approximately 100 children 

engaged in, or at risk of, child labour.  

In addition, UNICEF convened a high-level meeting with members of the Turkish Confederation of Tradesmen and 

Craftsmen (TESK) to raise awareness among employers about child labour and the importance of providing psycho-social 

and educational support to at-risk children. The event was attended by several top officials including the Minister of Family, 

Labour and Social Services and the President of TESK, signalling a strong commitment by key stakeholders to promote 

technical and vocational education and training as a viable alternative for child labour. UNICEF continues to work with 

partners to develop guidance materials for NGO and government partners, implement adolescent empowerment modules 

designed to prevent negative coping measures such as child labour, and enhance coordination among stakeholders. 

Under UNICEF’s Child Friendly Cities Initiative, which supports municipalities to develop more child-friendly and child-

responsive budgets and programmes, UNICEF trained more than 130 teachers, counsellors and community centre 

managers from the provinces of Kocaeli and Adana, which are home to high concentrations of working children, on child 

labour, child participation and social cohesion.  

Basic Needs  

UNICEF and NGO partners coordinate closely with local authorities to provide core relief items and one-off, cash-based 

winter assistance to the most vulnerable refugee, migrant and Turkish families. In October, UNICEF and partners WHH and 

the Kirikhan Social Assistance and Solidarity Foundation began implementing a cash-based assistance programme for the 

2018/2019 winter, with the aim to reach 10,000 vulnerable refugee and Turkish households in southeast Turkey.  

                                                        
9 1,108 girls, 961 boys. 
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Media and External Communications 

In October, UNICEF organized four music workshops in Mardin and Gaziantep as part of a regional initiative under the EU-

funded “MADAD” programme, involving 400 children from refugee and host communities in Turkey. The outcomes of 

these workshops will be highlighted during the commemoration of the 8th Anniversary of the Syria Crisis in March 2019. 

UNICEF also co-organized the 4th International Day of the Girl Child Conference in cooperation with the Aydın Doğan 

Foundation, UNFPA and UN Women with the theme “Empowered Girls, Empowered Future: Empowerment of Girls 

through Science, Arts and Sports” with over 500 participants. Leading up to and on International Day of the Girl, UNICEF 

Turkey’s social media accounts accumulated 241K reach and 9.5K engagement. As part of the advocacy campaign, a 

Turkish youth blogger contributed a short piece entitled “Be a woman who will change the world,” on the importance of 

girls developing relevant life skills and education in order to succeed in today’s world. UNICEF also joined global UNICEF 

campaigns including Hand Washing Day, International Day for the Eradication of Poverty and World Food Day.  

Funding 
Thanks to generous contributions from multiple donors, UNICEF Turkey is 68% funded under the 2018 3RP appeal – 

however, US $6.8 million in funding is urgently required in education, child protection and Adolescent Development and 

Participation (ADAP).  

In Education, US $4 million is needed to establish additional classrooms for formal education and continue non-formal 

education for 80,000 out-of-school children (including Turkish language classes); and expand early childhood education in 

host communities for 10,000 young children. In Child Protection and ADAP, US $2.8 million is needed to support the 

provision of CP services for 40,000 children, with a focus on the early identification and referral of those at-risk, as well as 

the expansion of preventative services for extremely vulnerable children (such as unaccompanied and/or separated minors, 

refugee children with disabilities, survivors of sexual and gender-based violence, etc.). Social cohesion programming will 

also be supported via partnerships with line ministries in over 20 provinces, benefitting 20,000 children. 

Funding Requirements as of 10 November 2018 (as defined in the 2018 3RP for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap10 

Received Carry-forward $ % 

Syria Crisis (3RP) 

Education $194,370,000 $60,354,170 $58,585,456 $75,430,373 39% 

Child Protection $30,850,000 $25,517,461 $4,510,889 $821,650 3% 

Basic Needs $3,000,000 $1,822,840 $3,257,700 $0 0% 

Health & Nutrition $1,000,000 $551,578 $275,422 $173,000 17% 

Total $229,220,000 $88,246,049 $66,629,468 $74,344,484 32% 

Re-phased to 201911   $92,413,997     

 
Next SitRep: 20/12/2018 
 
UNICEF Turkey: http://www.unicef.org.tr 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html 
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  
UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
Whom to contact for further 
information: 

 

Philippe Duamelle 
Representative 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
E-mail: ankara@unicef.org 

Neeraj Malhotra 
Monitoring & Reporting Specialist 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
Email: nmalhotra@unicef.org 

                                                        
10 The funding gap and funds available do not equal the total HAC requirements as there is a surplus under Basic Needs, which includes Social 
Protection interventions related to the Syria response. 
11 This amount refers to funds received in 2018, but expressly earmarked for use in 2019. 

https://www.unicef.org/eca/stories/be-woman-who-will-change-world
https://www.facebook.com/unicefturkiye/photos/a.384103854339/10156399283534340/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/unicefturkiye/photos/a.384103854339/10156404154699340/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/unicefturkiye/photos/a.384103854339/10156401969759340/?type=3&theater
http://www.unicef.org.tr/
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html
http://www.facebook.com/unicef
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
mailto:ankara@unicef.org
mailto:nmalhotra@unicef.org
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
SYRIA CRISIS 

Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Results* 

UNICEF 
Target  

UNICEF 
Results* 

Change since 
last report 

EDUCATION (2018 Needs: 1.2 million school-aged Syrian refugee children) 

# of children (3-5 years) enrolled in ECCE and pre-
primary education 51,200 14,963 50,000 12,8151 2,318 

# of children (5-17 years) enrolled in formal education 
(grades 1-12) 650,000 641,630 650,000 641,6302 25,641 

# of children (5-17 years) enrolled in accredited non-
formal education 36,200 9,667 23,000 8,702³ 1,591 

# of teachers and other education personnel receiving 
incentives 13,440 12,994 13,000 12,9944 0 

# of teachers and other education personnel trained
 

146,620 N/A 146,200 05 0 

# of refugee children (5-17 years) benefiting from the 
conditional cash transfer for education 

325,000 376,326 325,000 376,3266 0 

CHILD PROTECTION (2018 Needs: 1.55 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of individuals (women/men, girls/boys) accessing 
protection services in camps and host communities 862,580 400,738 150,000 214,8681 21,002 

# of children participating in structured, sustained child 
protection or psychosocial support programmes 

122,000 65,654 80,000 70,1092 6,316 

# of children with protection needs identified and 
assessed 168,400 48,478 77,000 40,3733 9,693 

# of children who are referred to specialized services 49,000 28,133 20,000 31,8734 7,933 

ADOLESCENTS & YOUTH (2018 Needs: 3.3 million Syrian refugees, including 1.55 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of Syrian and Turkish adolescents and youth 
(girls/boys) engaged in empowerment programmes 

220,850 77,157 200,000 74,633 6,236 

BASIC NEEDS (2018 Needs: 10.6 million Syrian refugee and vulnerable Turkish individuals, including 3.7 million children) 

# of persons benefitting from cash-based interventions 
(including winter support) 2,130,650 372,698 60,000 54,614 0 

HEALTH (2018 Needs: 3.3 million Syrian refugees, including 1.55 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of Syrian health care providers (women/men) trained 1,650 1,184 1,400 01 0 

# of Syrian refugee children under 5 (girls/boys) who 
have received routine vaccinations 

130,000 2,291 130,000 02 0 

FOOTNOTES 
* Results: Sector and UNICEF results are cumulative (January-October 2018). 

EDUCATION 1: 6,314 girls and 6,501 boys. This result includes community- and home-based ECE beneficiaries only. The formal ECE statistics are not yet included in 
this table as the activities under formal ECE will be implemented and reported in Q4 2018. 

EDUCATION 2: 316,045 girls and 325,585 boys. This reflects the latest MoNE data for the 2018-2019 school year and includes pre-primary students 5 years and up.   

EDUCATION 3: The total number of children enrolled in accredited NFE to date is 8,702 (4,251 girls and 4,451 boys). The October results is 764 girls and 827 boys. 
With the ongoing expansion of the Accelerated Learning Programme during the 2018-2019 school year, UNICEF expects to meet its target by end year. 

EDUCATION 4: 12,994 represents the highest achieved as of January 2018; the number of teachers supported in October is 12,749 (6,780 women, 5,969 men). 

EDUCATION 5: UNICEF and MoNE have completed the round of trainings in Q4 and results will be reported at the end of Q4 2018. 

EDUCATION 6: 188,559 girls and 187,767 boys. Overachievement is due to a larger than anticipated increase in the number of refugee children enrolled in formal 
education; UNICEF and the Government of Turkey are in discussions to revise the planned CCTE target for the 2018-2019 school year accordingly. 

CHILD PROTECTION 1: 10,358 girls/women and 10,644 boys/men. Overachievement is due to larger than expected caseload in 2018. 

CHILD PROTECTION 2: 3,201 boys and 3,115 girls. 

CHILD PROTECTION 3: 4,578 and 5,115 boys. Achievement has been constrained due to overstretched partner capacity as well as a focus on strengthening the 
capacity of case management systems. 

CHILD PROTECTION 4: 3,558 girls and 4,377 boys. High achievement against this target is due to larger than expected case load at community-based centres across 
Turkey, as well as strengthened referral pathways. 

ADOLESCENTS & YOUTH 1: Additional 2,757 males, 3,479 females. Achievement has been constrained due to delayed implementation of activities, as well as M&E 
challenges faced in partner reporting.  

HEALTH 1: UNICEF remains in discussions with the Ministry of Health and WHO on the design and implementation of trainings; dates are TBD. 

HEALTH 2: UNICEF provides support to national vaccination campaigns in partnership with the Ministry of Health; the next campaign is TBD. 

 


